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Christmas.

Before the Babe wrapped in swad-

dling clothes and lying in a manger the
world to-d- bows down- - in love and
admiration Once again, like the wise
men of old, v.e follow the star in the
East; once again, with the shepherds
abiding in the field, we listen to the
tidings of great joy.

Nearly 2,000 years have passed since
the greatest event in the world's his-

tory occurred in the little town of Beth-

lehem. Much has been written of the
birth of Christ, and yet the simple,
poetic narratives of Matthew and of
Luke remain to-d- unexcelled by any
master of the written language. Upon
this joyous day wc turn, with reverent
and thankful hearts, to the pages where
the story of Mary and the infant Jesus
is recorded with appealing simplicity.
Beside this recital, penned by intimate
and loving historians, all else seems
tawdry and affected. We feel its in-

nate truth. To amplify or change the
beautiful and satisfying record is sac-

rilege indeed.
The spirit of Christianity which was

born unto the world with the Babe in
the manger has spread until now it
encircles the earth like the waters of
the seven seas. It is the spirit which,
in the world y, breathes charity
and brotherly love. It touches the hu-

man heart with tenderness and quick-

ens each pulse with sympathetic emo-

tion. It is the spirit which makes the
difference between civilization and sav-

agery, between the animal and the man.
Without it the world would be again
barbaric It has taught us to love our
brother as ourselves, to heal the sick,
to feed the hungry, to forgive those
who have sinned against us, to live
in the hope of immortality bejond the
grave.

nd so, amid the exultant anthems
which we sing and the joyous exclama-

tion! which greet this Christmas morn,
wc hear the deeper note that emphasizes
the vital significance of the day. Let us
be thankful, therefore, that the Christ-
mas spirit envelops the world. Let us,
as we remember the Christ Child in
the manger, seek to make the human
race liappicr and better by eliminating
each harsh and sordid thing from every-
day life If we do this, wc give effect
and value to the virtues taught by Him
whose birth wc celebrate y.

" Vnd He went about doing good."
This is the real spirit of Christmas.
This is the lesson which, taken into
our hearts in these Yulctide times,
should not be forgotten when the
swelling anthems have died away and
the hollv and the pine have withered
and been cast aside.

A Boston man has offered a reward to
anv one who can prove to him that the
earth is round It will be difficult to
prove anything to a person who has
doubts on that subject.

Canal Project Fails.
The proposal for a thirty-fo- canal

between Washington and Baltimore has
been unfavorably acted upon by the Na-

tional Waterways Commission. That
body is not impressed with the utility
of such a ranal, though the advocacy
of the proposition was strong in this
city and Baltimore. The commission
bases its unfavorable report solely upon
the cost of its construction, which is
thought to be out of all proportion to
its value when completed.

Two motives actuated the projectors
of the intercity waterway. One was
to facilitate the cheap transportation of
caul and other heavy freightage be-

tween the two cities, and Aht other was
the sentimental consideration that it was
the intention of Washington and others
who originally advocated the construc-
tion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
to extend it to Baltimore. Both these
motives were sincere and praiseworthy.

-- Furthermore, it might be said that the
cafcuT when built and in operation, would
probably increase in utility and demon-
strate its usefulness. Yet, on the sur-
face tof things, the National Water-
ways Commission probably views the
situation correctly, that until there L

greater demand than now exists ior
transportation between the two cities of
the class of freight referred to it would
he unwise for the government to under-

take so costly an enterprise.
Something might be said to the effect

that transportation facilities should al-

ways slightly precede the absolute need
for them in the proper development of

transportation and trade in the territory
immediately affected. The commission
argues, however, that the canal need not
be undertaken until the excellent rail-

road facilities now in operation shall
show signs of congestion or failure to
take care of the traffic offered as 'freight.

The new branch railroad' into George
town, connecting closely with the ter
minal of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal, has obviated one of the hin-

drances to free transportation which
formerly existed, and under present ar-

rangements traffic is moving very freely
between the two cities.

James K. Hackett has married his for-

mer leading lady. She will probably
continue to do the leading.

In True Democratic Spirit.
Perhaps the American people, being

mainly descendants of the sturdy men
who achieved independence in 1776, ex-

pect their President to touch elbows
with the holiday crowd, mingle with
the Sunday school children in their
Christmas festivities, and in other ways
"demonstrate- - that he is just like all the
rest of us.

At the same time we are fortunate
to live in a country where the ruler
does these things. .

It is not at all surprises that the
Burr brothers finally got stick.

Joy in Steel Trade.
Much satisfaction is felt in manufac-

turing and commercial circles over the
steel outlook. For nearly a month
large miscellaneous orders for struc-

tural material have poured in upon the
manufacturers in a way to make them
peculiarly glad after a dull summer.
Ninety steel tank cars, sixty-fiv-e steel
express and baggage cars, 200 box cars,
500 center sills, and 1,500 tons of steel
to old cars was an order
sent into the American Car and Foundry
Company in a single day this week.

The American Bridge Company,
which manufactures a goodly portion
of the steel shapes used in the frame-

work of large buildings, also reports
large orders, particularly out of the
Middle West, while from all the princi-

pal cities of the East come calls for
estimates upon new large buildings.

These orders are known to the trade
as "special," being out of the regular
season for such material, and also out-

side of the big contracts with railroads
and other corporations which place
their calls for steel just after the be-

ginning of the year. It is already known
that many of these next month will be
larger than a vear ago. Contracts for
steel rails now under negotiation aggre-
gate 500,000 tons, and it is estimated
that the prospective rail contracts which
will be released next month will be
upward of 750,000 tons

It is sometimes said that the call for
structural iron and steel is the barome-

ter of business. At all events, wheh
the building trades and the railroads
arc calling for large amounts of steel
it is usually the beginning of activity
in all lines of business. Knowing this,
shrewd business men everywhere will
sit down to Christmas dinner with more
cheer in their hearts than they had last
vear, or two years ago, for then the
books of the steel and car companies
carried no such evidence of commercial
revival.

Persia must be grateful to the United
States, for Is she not sending our Mr.
Shuster back to us?

Washington's Christmas Trade.
It is pleasant to know that the

Washington merchants report a
Christmas trade.

The Washington Herald has repeat-
edly insisted that Washington is most
fortunate among cities in that it is

lca-- t affected by business conditions
which may prevail elsewhere As the
scat of government, its progress is cer-
tain. The great mass of it's people arc
assured of their livelihood and they
spend their money here.

Considerable trade has tome to the
city during the Christmas season from
near-b- y towns, thus indicating that
Washington's value as a shopping cen-

ter is fully appreciated. We congratu-
late the Washington merchants upon
their success in meeting all the de-

mands of the Christmas shoppers.

Peace on earth will never arrive while
South America Is on the map.

The Water System.
While the suggestion contained in

the report of the District Commission-

ers on one of the House bills is not
new, it is undoubtedly in the interests
of better administration of the water
service. The bill in question contem-

plates the transfer of the Washington
aqueduct, the filtration plant, and other
accessories of the supply system from
the Federal to the municipal govern
ment.

As matters stand, the Federal govern-

ment owns and controls the water sup-
ply system from the dam and intake
at Great Falls down to the filtration
plant. The distributing system is owned
and controlled by the District govern
ment The result of this double owner-
ship of the service is duplication of
service in some particulars, and conse
quently added cost

The Commissioners, point out in their
report on the bill that 'while the Federal
government formerly laid some of the
street mains Avhich carried water to
the public buildings, those mains are
now under the jurisdiction of the munP
cipality, and that repairs upon them and
their maintenance adds materially to the
cost of service.

It is also pointed out that the muni.
cipal department i well equipped to J
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take over and care for the entire serv-

ice, and it is regarded, by both the
engineers o'f the army and the District
to be good administration to place the
entire service under one management

It is to be hoped that Congress will
take favorable cognizance of the report
of the Commissioners upon the subject
and pass the required legislation to ca-

ble the District to controlv its water
system, in which now the Federal gov-

ernment has but a minor interest con-

fined to supplying the public build-
ings with water.

If the members of Congress would
legislate on other matters as rapidly as
they make provision for getting their
pay in advance, they would get through
considerable business every day.

The woman In MIddletown, N. T., who
has almady married three men named
Smith may one day be able to compete
with the United States Senate.

It will afford us small comfort to have
the tariff on wool reduced at the season
when we are resolving never to wear It
again.

Those parties who are to attempt to
fly around the world need not worry
about what will happen to them after
the trip Is over.

If the progressive constitutional con-

vention of Ohio should adopt the initia-
tive, referendum, and recall, it will
congratulate Itself that it Is beyond the
reach of the Presidential veto.

Mayor Shank has been able to locate
at least a few props of the high cost of
living.

A Chinese dictionary Is said to have
11,000 characters. That is more than have
been attributed to our most famous sim-

plified speller.

We are deeply grieved that the Presi-
dent Ignored all of our good advice about
early shopping.

There are a lot of kids who will never
forgive Willis Moore for not providing
snow for Christmas.

It is hoped that nothing has occurred
recently to shake Champ Clark's faith
in Santa Claus.

George Willis Cooke, of Boston, says
women should do the proposing. What
woman. If she could help it, would ever
propose to be a Cooke?

It depends on the meaning of the
phrase whether or not the mall carriers
want to see a falling off of Christmas
presents.

The headache and the n taste
are apt to indicate whether a party has
been indulging unduly In the wrong kind
of Christmas spirit.

A LITTLE NONSENSE.

THB TREE.
A

Green
Affair at

Home we see; none
Other than the Christmas

Tree. You recog-
nize the same,

I wis.
It
Is
In

Shape
About like this.

Uncle PennyiTlie Snxi
I'd rather make people happy at Christ-

mas than envious.

Caught Dnd.
"A merry Christmas, Wombat. But

why are you limping?"
"That pestiferous boy of mine set a

steel trap for Santa Claus."

A Clever Iden.
"What did you receive for Christmas,

Mabel?"
"An automobile."
"Didn't get that in your stocking, did

you?"
"No; but father was very thoughtful.

He poured a few drops of gasoline Into
my stocking instead."

Christina Mornlnsr.
Here the gay

youngsters come.
With a fanfare of trumpet and beating

of drum.
Rub-a-du- To Its bold

leader's call
Goes the brave little troop down the

length of the hall.

What Is this
that they see?

In an unguarded nook stands a great
Christmas tree.

There are no
foes to foil:

They have charged on the tree and are
snaring the spoil.

A Chriitma Rott.
"What is the trouble between you and

your wife?"
"Just the usual Christmas trouble.

Seems I spent 90 cents moro on my fam-
ily than she spent on her family."

No Kissing.
"Miss De Style Is angry with me, but

I can't help it."
"What happened?"
"Her pug dog was under the mistletoe

and I failed to take the chance." ,

Mr Dense Friends.
I gare upon my Christmas gifts In

sad and contemplative mood. And In. tills
wise I realize how little I am under-
stood.

THE RUSSIAN TANGEE.

From the Florida
The Russian tangle Is a matter of

diplomatic knouts.

Fran tha Elmira AdTtrtiaer.
Sorry we did not ask Russia to send

over some of that Siberian snow for
Christmas before we quit speaking.
From tha Dm Moines Capital.

Russia has plainly violated the terms
of the treaty of 1S32. but to tell her so
would be undiplomatic Besides, it might
hurt business.

From the Briatol (Va.)
The American eagle thinks it can

scream as loud as the Russian bear can
growl.

Tram tha Kansas City Timet.
The statesmen in Congress feel that

they can afford to be absolutely fearless
in dealing with. Russia. There is very
uiue sentiment or influence
in America.

Fran the Rarnatarg Tdttraph.
Russia, decided not to be ofrendori when

she found we really meant it
From the Omaha Bee.

Russia has not aa much as given end
characteristic grunt to show tkt 4t:
knpws t)H trety is abrecaUd.

STATESMEN, REAL AND NEAR.

Bv FRED
The story Is that It happened" about

like this:
Representative Ralph W. Moss, of In-

diana, came on to Washington when
Congress started up, and engaged com-

fortable living quarters before his wife
arrived. She reached here some time
later on a Saturday night The next
morning she said:

"Now, Ralph, we'll go to church, of
course. Which church have you been at-

tending?"
"Wh-er-u- which one, you say?" re-

peated the Congressman. "Why, there's
a mighty nice little church down here
Just a couple of blocks. It's such an easy
walk that I've been going there rather
than to some of the more fashionable
churches." -

"All right If you feel at home there,
that's where we'll go," said the Con-
gressman's wife. "We haven't much time,
Pnyhow."

So they put on their things and went
to the little church down the street.

When they got Inside they made a
startling discovery.

They were the only white people In the
cturch.

The train was speeding down through
the Sacramento Valley, In California, a
few months ago, and among the passen-
gers was Representative Henry George,
Jr., the slngle-taxe- r.

"Beautiful country," remarked George
to a man who had Just taken a seat be-

side him.
"Indeed, it Is," replied the stranger.
"Could a man buy up some of It pretty

chap?" Inquired George.
"No; It's nenrly nil held for a good

ri'ce There's a monopoly on It. If I
had my way. I wouldn't permit a mo-
nopoly on land."

"How in the world would you prevent
It?" asked George.

"Why. by tnxlng the land and not tax-
ing the Improvements. That would dis-
courage people from holding land that
they weren't using."

"That's single tax. isn't It?" Inquired
the son of the original slngle-taxe- r.

"Sure' That's what single tax Is. Have
you ever read any of Henry George's
books?"

"Yes some of them." replied Henry
George. Jr

The next night George was the guest
of honor at a big slngle-taxer- s' dinner in
San Francisco. When he was Introduced
to the several speakers of the evening one
of them gave a shout, saying:

"And so TOU'RE the fellow on the
train Why didn't you say who you
were?"

The man was J. Stltt Wilson, mayor of
Berkeley and one of the leading apostles
thereabouts of Henry George's single-ta- x

Ideas.

Senator Works, of California, has al-
ways been a great lover of horses and
horseback riding. One of the trials of
halnv a T'nlteil Stnlpt Rnnntnr fana lien
the necessity of giving up his saddle
horse. He finds it Impracticable to ship
a horse back and forth, and does not
feel like maintaining a stable In Wash- -

WITH THE POLITICAL PROCESSION

They are giving Gov. Harmon trouble
again In Ohio over the calling of the
legislature in special session, solely to
arrange new Congressional districts, with
due regard to Democrats, now represent-
ing Republican districts, thanks to the
election of last year. Much stress is
laid upon the fact that Democrats who
won in districts several thousand the
other way In normal years ought to be
given reward with at least a fighting
chance While In Washington two weeks
ago the governor went over It all with
the sixteen Democrats in Congress from
Ohio, and ev Idently he gave no promises
or Joy to fhe anxious ones, for there Is
less Harmon sentiment In the delegation
than before he came to town. In fact,
there are some expressions of bitterness
which would annoy the Harmon mana-
gers if repeated verbatim. Senator Pom-ren- e

Is counted as eager to be a peace-
maker, and his recent conference with
Harmon at Columbus may bring about
the extra session and also compel pledges
from the majority that the session will
not last over a week.

With William C. Reick as the r

and editor of the New York Sun,
there has been some worry and more
wonder regarding his attitude toward
President Taft and the Republican ad-

ministration. Tho late Sun managers
were Inclined to be critical and sarcastic,
so there was some surmise over Relck's
Intentions. Now comes a very plain edi-

torial defense and general bolstering of
the President personally and his ad-

ministration generally.
This course by the Sun has given great

joy to tho Taft people In New York
State, and they give promise of a worth-
while campaign next year, not only for
the national ticket, but for the control
of things at Albany. There Is much
quoting both In Washington and New
York of the editorial lines which declare
for Taft that "his appointments have
often been admirable and never bad; no
scandal has clouded his administration;
his common sense and courage have been
conspicuous, and the welfare of the coun-
try has been constantly In his thoughts.
He has not pleased the politicians, but
they understand no solid objection can.be
urged to his admlinstratlon of affairs."
.New York Representatives who went
home for the holidays rejoiced to find a
new editor In their favor, and the re-

turn of Congress promises to see a gen-

eral bolstering up of campaign plans for
the State by the Republican members
from the State, led by Senator Root.
John Dwlght, George Falrchlld, and
others long active in the State organi-
zation.

George Wlnthrop Falrchlld, who repre-

sents the Oneonta (N. Y.) district, has
been absent from the Congressional con-

vocation since the session began, and It
was explained that an Important business
deal called him to Europe a week prior
to the opening day. With the usual wis-

dom of a New York country member,
Falrchlld took pains to have every detail
of legislation and politics sent him dur-
ing his stay in Xondon and Berlin, and
when he Joined his and
political associates Friday morning they
were somewhat astonished that he knew
all that bad happened and had kept won-
derfully in touch not only with Congress,
but with home politics.

There was Immediate discussion of State
affairs soon after Falrchlld left the dock,
and while a slight change has been mads
In the boundaries of his district, he has
no fear about renomination. and Is thank-
ful that the Democrats at Albany left
him a normal Republican majority equal
to his previous figures.

There has been some talk, among the
Republicans of the old Sherman organi-
sation about naming Falrchlld for gov-

ernor If he cares to run. If Vice Presi-
dent Sherman would accept, Falrchlld
would quickly defer to his old friend, and
It has been pointed out that Levi P. Mor-
ton, once Vlee President, was elected
governor after his service in national af-

fairs. It is recalled, too, that Andrew
Johnson was very active la Tennessee
politics after he had "been President asd
came to the Senate, dying during his
term. Then. John Qutacy Adams was
elected to ths HeuM after a ten as

C KELLY.
ington for use only part of the year.

"Why don't you rent a horse while
you're here?" asked a friend.

The Senator smiled, tolerantly. "It's
evident' he observed, "that you havn't
done much horseback riding, or you
would know that half the sport is the
personal equation existing between
horse and owner. A horse that doesn't
belong to you lesn't much more fun
than going to banquets in a rented
dress suit."

Michael F. Conry, Tammany Congress-
man from New York, is a double of
Charlie Murphy, of that city. The other
day a tall, dark stranger approached
Conry In a Washington hotel lobby and
greeted him with:

"Hullo, Mr. Murphy!"
"But I'm not Mr. Murphy," declared

Conry.
"Quit your klddln'," said the stranger.

"Haven't I seen your pictures?"
"Oh, I know," explained Conry, with

much patience and politeness. "We're
frequently taken for each other, but
nevertheless, I am not he. Obviously
no one would know better than I do
whether I am or am not Mr. Murphy, so
I really, think you are making a mistake
to argue the point. I am Congressman
Conry. But even If I were Murphy
which, as I say, Pm not what possible
object could I have In insisting that I'm
Conry? What have you got to say to
that "

"Well." remarked the stranger, with
a yawn, "I knew blamed well that you
weren't Murphy, for I know Charlie well.
But you sure are a ringer for him, and
I thought I'd Just take a minute of
your time to find out who in thunder
you were!"

8enator Clarence Watson, of West Vir-

ginia, Is one of those millionaires who
act ashamed of themselves for having
so much money Though a self-ma-

man, and though handicapped by being
named Clarence, Senator Watson has a
fortune variously estimated at from

to J20,000,000. Not long ago a news-
paper man was talking to him about big
fortunes.

"What about It, Senator?" the man
asked. "Is wealth really a curse, or Is
that kind of talk Just for copybooks
and Sunday School leaflets? I've often
had a theory that It would be a lot of
fun to be rich, regardless of what the
McGuftey Readers say."

"Hum," grunted Multimillionaire Wat-
son. "I'd like mighty well to try it n
while and find out."

If the truth must be told, Oscar Under-
wood, the House majority leader, smokes
cigarettes. The other day an unknown
admirer of Underwood, up In New York,
who regards him as a strong Presidential
possibility, wrote him a long letter de-
crying the risk he Is taking. "You may
be able to get away with it," the man
wrote, "but there's no sense In butting
against the stone wall of prejudice that
exists In many quarters against people
who smoke cigarettes ratlfer than cigars
or a corncob pipe."

1911. by Fred C. Kollr. All rirhti re- -
KTTCd.)

President nnd died in the old hall. The
New York Republicans count Sherman
entirely too young and useful for actual
retirement, and if he Is not named for
Vice President his activity in the cam-
paign will be all the greater along other
lines.

Mark Smith, tho new Senator-designa-

from Arizona, has been sent many
messages of exuberant congratulation by
his Washington friends, but he is prom-
ised some distress along with his vic-
tory. Many papers have been eager to
use a picture of the Hon. Marcus with-
out waiting to receive one from far-o-

Arizona, and they have utilized cuts
mane when Mark first came to Congress
as a Delegate, over twenty years ago.
These pictures give Mark's admirers tho
shivers, as ho Is represented aa fierce
looking as any stage robber bandit who
ever entered the mesa ranges of the
great Southwest.

Edward E. Grosscup is chairman of the
Democratic State committee in New Jer-
sey, and ho promises to bo very active In
Washington for Gov. Wilson when the
Democratic National Committee meets
next month.

Already Grosscup is at work In his
State picking out delegates who must
promise to faithfully stick by Wilson.
The latest Joy In Jersey Is over the prom-
ise made by Sheriff-ele- Madden in Mer-
cer County that hevwlll support Wilson,
and also Insist upon being a delegate.
There had been Just a little worry about
the loyalty of the Wilson sentiment In
Mercer, and Madden's deliberate alliance
with the governor's organization has
given much pleasure to the Washington
managers. Chairman Grosscup Is given
clever attention by the Democratic Con-
gressmen from Jersey When he stops
over In Washington, and he also has to
explain to citizens of other States that
he Is not related to Judge Peter Gross-
cup, the Republican of eminence In Illi-
nois, or Fred Paul Grosscup, who usu-
ally has a helping hand In West Virginia
politics.

ON CHRISTMAS DAY.

It's
now the

t i m e f o r
Christmas trees.

mistletoe and holly;
sleigh-bell- s ringing o'er

the breeze, and everybody
jolly; the children all will eat

their AH of turkey, sauce, and
candy, and mother wilt be sure to

have the paregoric handy; relatives and
friends will come to pay their annual

' visit ;

and
swear
by all
the
saints
above
that

everything's exquisite;
gifts to make toevery one and
that's the very reason
I save the ones they

- give to me; then give
them back next season.

Llpplncott's.

OF INTEREST IN WASHINGTON.

From the MUranlree Free Preaa.

A lost key for a Washington govern-
ment building ccst the United States
$1,300. The same thing, only a little bit
different, has cost many a man his wife.
From tha Newark (N. jjstar.

Vandals in the Capitol at Washington
mutilated a battle painting. Now, If thejf
had only taken an ax to some of those
statues In the chamber of Tiorrors under
the dome!

From the Harriaburj Telegraph.

"Persuade Bryan .to stay away from
the national convention and tha Presi-
dential race is half won," says a Wash-
ington correspondent Fine! Now, all
the Democrats have to do is ta4 some-
body to persuade Sryaa.

4'

NO "ROYAL YULETIDE"
AT COURT OF GEORGE V.

There is one exception to the general
Christmas rule in England this year-th- ere

Is no royal Yuletlde to chronicle.
There Is, of course, a Christmas tree,
and. as usual, the royal children are
assembled at Sandrlngham, but neither
the King nor the Queen are with them.
They are both of them away In far-o- ff

India King George tiger shooting and
the Queen resting quietly after the fa-

tigue of the durbar and to gain strength
for the last of the ceremonies at Cal-

cutta.
As the- - King Is in daily, telegraphic

communication with England throughout
his Indian visit, the royal children were
able to Interchange the compliments of
the season with their parents last night,
when they were gathered around the
mammoth tree prpared for their special
Joy and delectation under the supervi-

sion of their fond grandmother. Queen
Alexandra, and lighted In all Its splendor
of the many gifts, according to the an-

cient Teutonic fashion, to which the
house of still clings on

Christmas Eve.
It Is supposed generally that It was the

Prince Consort of Queen Victoria who
Introduced the Christmas tree into Eng-

land. This, as a matter of fact, is not
so. It was Queen Charlotte, who set up
one each year for the royal children at
Kew or Windsor. But Queen Victoria
ull her life remained German enough to
believe there could be no Christmas with-
out a Christmas tree, and throughout her
reign the preparations at Windsor for
the festlvnl Blmply were stupendous.

Barons of beef (by the way. what is a
taron?) were roasted whole In the great
kitchens in the Victoria tower of the
castle; cygnets (royal "perks") graced the
dinner table; and a real, huge boar's
head always stood on a sideboard that,
had It not been a royal one and there-

fore bound to behave Itself, would surely
have shrieked ns well as groaned under
the weight of the good things plied upon
it. By the way, this decorated and
stuffed boar's head Is an Institution at
Windsor. It Is the Yuletlde gift of the
Hohenzollern House to that of Guelhp
rent to London by special messengers to
Insure Its safe arrival In the same appe-
tizing condition as It was prepared by
the royal chefs nt Potsdam.

In the Victorian times no Christmas
ver came or went without hundreds of

giant Christmas puddings, made from
recipes, being sent from the

mammoth kitchens of Buckingham Fal-nc- e

to each and every one of Queen Vic-

toria's relatives, far and near. It did not
matter In the least to the royal doner
whether the recipient liked them or not,
they had to have them. Dozens of

special Queen's messengers
would start out for different corners and
courts of Europe, weighed down with the
arduous duty of delivering their succu-
lent. If slightly indigestible, charges Into
the hands of the fortunate recipients.
But tha demise of the Queen saw also
the end of the traveling Christmas pud-

ding.
Its abolition was one of the needed re-

forms in the royal menage instituted by
her son and successor, Edward VII, at
the instance of his r,

Lord Farquhar.

Nowadays Christmas at Sandringham,
or Potsdam, or at the Vienna Hofburg.
or at Tsarskoe-Sel- o Is very much like
Christmas at every big .country house
where there are children to be amused,
tenants to be made happy, and many be-

loved pets to get their extra special bit
of sugar or what-no- t in honor of the
great festal day.

At Sandrlngham, the most Intimate
friends of the royal house usually are
gathered. On Christmas Eve there are
distributions of beef, blankets, and the
like at the village to the children of
which the chatelaine of Sandrlngham
gives a tea. There is, of course, church
to be attended In the morning, and visits
to all the stables and kennels In the
afternoon. After tea. there is an ad-

journment to the beautiful ballroom, in
the midst of which Is set the giant Chlrst-ma- s

tree. One of royalty's chief pastimes
is the selecting and giving of presents,
and the many gifts piled around the tree
are the result of many days and weeks
of much enjoyed shoppng, probably In-

cognito, among the big stores of the
capitals.

But there Is one particular feature in
the observance of which "merrle old
England" differs widely from all other
countries. It Is an old established rule
to look upon Christmas as a "home" cele-

bration, devoted to family reunion and
to bringing Joy to the hearts of the little
ones.

In England It Is different. There they
have "Christmas house parties;" In other
words, the brcaklng-I- n of strangers upon
the hallowed circle of domestic peace of
the Immediate family.

These English "Christmas parties" are
pretty much the same as any other par-

tiesmost of the great ducal houses
celebrate in Just such a manner. Their
parties consist chiefly of shooting and
eating, dancing, and perhaps some the-

atricals, with the excitement of present-givin- g

thrown In. At Dalkeith the Duke
and Duchess of Buccleuch Invariably
collect an immense multitude of thelr
descendants and relations for the Yule-ti- de

feast. At Arundel the Duke and
Duchess of Norfolk entertain a score or
more of the nobility in honor of the small
boy heir. At Badminton the Duke and
Duchess of Beaufort have large parties
also in their children's honor.

Other houses where big Christmas par-
ties take place annually are Welbeck,
the sent of the House of Portland; Wyu-yar- d,

the Londonderry's place; Knows-le- y,

where Lord and Lady Derby have a
young peoples party; Burghley, where
Lady Exeter has guests; Chatsworth,
where the Duke of Devonshire must
manage his brood alone this year, the
duchess being in India; and Knoyle.
where the Duke and Duchess Hamilton
(Douglass-Hamilto- n In Scotland and
Due 'de Chatellerault in France) reside
when in England.

Some one said recently that in England
only royalty, dukes, the restaurateurs,
and the prisons keep Christmas In" the
"good style nowadays.
And though this is a little exaggerated,
still it is certain that the huge family
gatherings of the past are becoming less
and less a Christmas feature there. Such
things as the increasing attractions of
the restaurants, the theaters, the rings,
not to speak of tne Joys of a Christmas
holiday --spent "winter sporting" in
Switzerland", have all contributed to the
break-u- p of those family festivals which
no Victorian ever contemplated forsak-
ing.

The Duke and Duchess of Buscleuch,
who, for the past month have resided at
their Castle of Drumlanrlg, the splendid
old seat of the Duke of Queensberry, in
the Nlthsdale district, of Dumfriesshire,
have removed just before the Christmas
holidays to Dalkleth Palace for the win-

ter.
Queen Victoria was very anxious to see

Durmlanrig and in tho earlj autumn of
1863 all the arrangements had been made
for her visit, at the end of August, when
ear ber way from 0boroe Houa. to Bal

moral, but something happened which
caused a postponement, and she never
went there.

Drumlanrlg formerly was surrounded
by one of the finest forests in Great Brit-
ain, but those famous woods were dev-
astated by "old Q," who is described
by contemporary chroniclers as cutting
down the timber "merely out of deviltry
and spite."

This same Sir Cuthbert Quitter was a
man of many and varied interests. He
was clever In business, well acquainted
with art, a thoroughly practical agri-
culturist, and fond of sport. During the
nineteen years he sat for the Sudbury
division of Suffolk he had many irons in
the fire. He conducted for several years
an energetic campaign In favor of pure
beer, but his best work was In reviving
the breed of Suffolk horses. His well
directed enterprise restored the Suffolk
punches to their former celebrity, and
horses of this breed are now largely
exported, being in great demand in all
parts of the world. He himself owned
a splendid stud of Suffolks, at "Bawd-sey- ,"

his place near Woodbrldge.
FLANEUR.

(Copjrieht, 1311, br Court Goerip Bjndicata.)

HISTORY REPEATS ITSEIP.

Political Situation Seems Drlxtlns;
Back to Ante-bellu- m Conditions.

From the New Orleans Plcajunc.
In national politics the. people are still

talking of the same old parties that rose
up with the great political revolution of
fifty years ago, which culminated in tha
war of secession. There were then the
Whig and Democratic parties, and there
were Northern Whigs and Southern
Whigs and Northern Democrats and
Southern Democrats.

There was no feeling between the twe
parties that could have brought on war.
It was a powerful antagonistic sectional
feeling growing out of the wealth of the
South and the lack of wealth of the
masses of the North. The South grew
Its great crops of tobacco and cotton and
exported them largely to Europe for gold.
The farmers of the West, growing wheat
and corn, did scarcely more than live
comfortably. There were few railroads,
and the cost of transportation of their
products left them little profit, and In
Kansas they burned corn for fuel, be-

cause it was cheaper than wood or coal.
New York and St. Louis got rich, trad-

ing with the South by means of water
transportation, but, as a rule, the North-
ern and Western States that depended
chiefly on agriculture regarded the South
with dislike and hostility, and It was
chiefly in the Middle West that the anti-Sou-

feeling grew up. and It took form
In the organization that afterward be-

came so powerful as to dominate the
country and bring on a terrible war. The
conflict over slavery was not entirely
a moral and religious affair.

The South had more than 3.000,000 slaves,
which were property that not only per-

formed all the agricultural hbor in this
section, but were of such value that they
could be turned Into cash at need. Out
of these conditions grew the movement
against slavery, which, while It was not
capable of causing was adopted by
the Republicans and became an Impor-
tant factor in the war which finally fell
upon the country.

The Republican movemept drew into it
every Influence that was In any way
hostile to the South, and in 1S56 put a
Presidential candidate Fremont Into the
field, and was defeated, but growing In
power all the time, in I860 the Republi-
cans elected Lincoln and dominated the
country. The old Whig party went out
of existence entirely, and the Democratic
organization resolved itself into an op-
position to the Republicans.

Apparently we are coming to something
of that sort again.

APPIES IN VIRGINIA.

A Great Orchard Industry Has Been
Developed In the State.

From the Danrille Register.

The town of Harrisonburg, In the cen-

ter of a great orchard country, is prepar-
ing to entertain the Virginia State Hor-
ticultural Society, a great and growing
organization of orchardlsts, chiefly those
engaged in apple culture. The meeting of
the society, which Is also to be the occa-
sion of an exhibition of horticultural
products, will be held on January 10 and
11. The Rockingham society alone has
about 100 members. That county in 1910

produced and marketed 1,000 carloads of
apples, but the crop was somewhat di-

minished this year by reason of the late
frosts. It Is predicted by men familiar
with tho industry and who are in touch
with its rapid development that in an-

other decade the apple crop of that coun-
ty alone will exceed 10,000 carloads. This
will mean in increase of nearly 100 per
cent a year.

What Rockingham is doing in orchard
planting and apple production many
other counties are also doing on a scarce-
ly smaller scale. Many of the counties
of Piedmont and Valley of Virginia and
the mountain region of the southwest are
developing the Industry almost in tha
same ratio as Rockingham. This enor-
mous npple production is significant of
nothing if not of the large profits to be
gleaned therefrom. The product of Vir-
ginia orchards is sold at lucrative fig-
ures, and many of the finer grades are
exported and sold. What these Northern
Virginia and Valley counties have done
and are doing can be done in the coun-
ties of Southern Piedmont. Along the
foothills of the Blue Ridge the finest
varieties of apples may be grown profit-
ably.

NO TTATHi TIMES IN IT. S. -

Stephen Farrelly Confident of Busi-

ness Revival.
From ths New Tax TeJfcnrh.

Good times prevail In the country, ac-

cording to Stephen Farrelly, of the Amer-
ican News Company, and he is in a posi-
tion to know what he is talktng about.
Mr. Farrelly said in the Mall: "Every-
where the story Is one of renewed ac-

tivity and general confidence. The only
suggestion of a depressing Influence is
in the disturbance of legitimate corpora-
tion trade."

Which means that the demagogues of
Congress, who are hazing business men
and trying to make out that big cor-

porations have in some fashion violated
the anti-tru- law, are the real disturb-
ers of conditions, the ones who threaten
the internal prosperity of tho country
It business men could be assured that
Congress would not meddle with them
or their affairs, but would settle down to
the legitimate business of the nation,
there would be no question of a continu-
ance of good times.

A Sarccatlon.
Fran the Bristol (Va.)

"A Pennsylvania man who arivortu
for a wife." according to Tha Washing- -
ion xieraia, "received bo many replies
that ha has determined, to stay single."
All the renlls mint h.av o&m ..
South CaroUnav


